Prisms (symphonic band)

Prisms was written after the composer completed "Windows: Concerto for Bassoon and Orchestra" for Barrick Stees, principal bassoon of The Cleveland Orchestra.  Each movement of the bassoon concerto  was written about various aspects of light refractions through glass.  That was the inspiration for "Prisms" for symphonic band.  The melodic and motivic ideas for the piece come from the study of the basic principles of prisms: Prisms shows white light (treated for the sake of simplicity as a mixture of seven sharply-defined colours) refracted by a ring of rotating prisms. The optical properties of the prisms are chosen so that one of the wavelengths will be refracted around the ring when the prisms are correctly aligned. The rotation slows whenever light rays connect several of the prisms, either in the ring formation, which is always present, or in any other serendipitous pattern.

