RimbaDance.  Marimba/multi percussion solo with percussion ensemble.

Song of Middle Earth was inspired by J.R.R. Tolkien’s epock The Lord of the Rings.  The title of the movements represents each book of the “tiology” (including The Hobbit).  The first movement, I Dreamt of the Dragon depicts the quest for the lost city of the Dwarves, guarded by the terrible dragon Smaug.  The second movement, The Drums of Moria is a musical narrative depicting the journey of the “fellowship: through the under-mountain city of Moria.  The third movement, Recitative represents the knowledge and malice of the evil eye that never sleeps.  The Triology ends with Unto Long Glory, the passage of who remained of the “Fellowship” to the Grey Havens.

This monumental composition for solo marimba/multi-percussion was commissioned by a consortuim of seven universities and Cort McClaren, professor of percussion at the University of North Carolina, Greensboro.  The piece is filled with the excitement of rhythmic animation that is unique to the music of Daniel McCarthy.  It is a tribute to the growing stature of the marimba as a solo instrument, the percussin orchestra, and to the value of the percussionist in the world of serious art music.

