Time out of Mind

Six Tales of Middle Earth

Daniel McCarthy
TIME OUT OF MIND, written for Alexandra-Mascolo David (2001), is inspired by the epoch trilogy “The Lord of the 

Rings” by J. R. R. Tolkien.  The movements, named after various chapters from the trilogy, depict stories from The Fellowship 

of the Ring, The Two Towers, and The Return of the King.  Each book of the trilogy begins with this synopsis of the ring’s 

history:

 Three Rings for the Elven-kings under the sky,

    Seven for the Dwarf-lords in their halls of stone,

 Nine for Mortal Men doomed to die,

    One for the Dark Lord on his dark throne

 In the Land of Mordor where the Shadows lie.

    One Ring to rule Them all, One Ring to find them,

    One Ring to bring them all and in the darkness bind them

 In the Land of Mordor where the Shadows lie.
"McCarthy's music," writes David Patrick Stearns of U.S.A. Today, "Is intriguing, inviting, shimmering...with the vigor of pop music and the spontaneityof jazz."  The Music Connoisseur proclaims him as "one of the hot young composers on the contemporary music scene. . . contemporary in the best senseof the word."  Philip George of 20th Century Music Magazine writes, "(McCarthy's music is) sassy and foreboding -- refreshing and kicky.  One has the sense that we're dealing with various manifestations of one large work.  It's called style." With diverse influences from Stan Kenton, Don Ellis, and Frank Zappa to Mahler and Stravinsky, McCarthy’s music is harmonically eclectic, rhythmically exciting, and dramatic.
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