Visions and Apparitions (flute and percussion duo)

Visions and Apparitions was commissioned by Keith Aleo, Director of Orchestral Percussion at the Zildjian Cymbal Company.  Catholic mysticism, of which St. John of the Cross is the acknowledged spiritual master, teaches about revelations that come in the forms of the following types of Visions and Apparitions: These are supernatural visions, that is, visions due to the direct intervention of a power superior to man. Cardinal Bona distinguishes between visions and apparitions. There is an apparition when we do not know that the figure which we see relates to a real being--a vision when we connect it with a real being. With most mystics, these terms as synonymous. 

THREE TYPES OF VISIONS

Since St. Augustine, mystical writers have agreed in dividing visions into corporeal, imaginative, and intellectual:

Corporeal vision. Corporeal vision is a supernatural manifestation of an object to the eyes of the body. It may take place in two ways: The first may be true of living persons and even, it would seem, of the now glorious bodies of Christ and the Blessed Virgin, which by the eminently probable supernatural phenomenon of multilocation may become present to men without leaving the abode of glory. The second is realized in the corporeal apparition of the unresurrected dead or of pure spirits. 

Imaginative vision. It is often difficult to decide whether the vision is corporeal or imaginative.  Imaginative vision is the sensible representation of an object by the act of imagination alone, without the aid of the visual organ. Sometimes the subject is aware that the object exists only in his imagination, that it is a purely reproduced or composite image. Sometimes he projects it invincibly without, which is the case in supernatural hallucination.  This kind of vision occurs most frequently during sleep; such were the dreams of Pharaoh and Nebuchadnezzar (Genesis 41; Daniel 2). Cardinal Bona gives several reasons of expediency for this frequency: during sleep the soul is less divided by multiplicity of thoughts, it is more passive, more inclined to accept, and less inclined to dispute; in the silence of the senses the images make a more vivid impression. 

Intellectual visions. Intellectual visions perceive the object without a sensible image. It takes place in the pure understanding, and not in the reasoning faculty.  Intellectual visions in the natural order may apparently be admitted. The intellectual vision is of the supernatural order when the object known exceeds the natural range of the understanding, e.g. the essence of the soul, certain existence of the state of grace in the subject of another, the intimate nature of God and the Trinity; when it is prolonged for a considerable time (St. Teresa says that it may last for more than a year). The intervention of God will be recognized especially by its effects, persistent light, Divine love, peace of soul, inclination towards the things of God, the constant fruits of sanctity. 

Evocation of the Dead and Spiritism.  It is written (I Kings 28) that Saul, when defeated by the Philistines, went to the witch of Endor and asked her to bring before him the shade of Samuel, and the shade rose out of the earth and revealed to Saul that God was angry with him because he had spared Amalec. Numerous pagan cults practiced evocation of the dead; magicians practiced it in the Middle Ages, and in modern times medium or spiritists have taken upon themselves the task of communicating with the souls of the dead or with disembodied spirits. The Catholic Church has on various occasions condemned the practice of magnetism and spiritism, inasmuch as this practice evokes the spirits of the dead and may call evil spirits into action.

Visions of Demons.  Since the day when, in the terrestrial paradise, the enemy of the human race took the form of a serpent in order to tempt our first parents, the Devil has often shown himself to men in a sensible form.  Satan often transforms himself into an angel of light in order to seduce souls. Sulpicius Severus has preserved the account of an attempt of this kind made against St. Martin. One day the saint beheld in his cell, surrounded by a dazzling light, a young man clad in a royal garment, his head encircled by a diadem. St. Martin was silent in surprise. "Recognize," said the apparition to St. Martin, "him whom thou seest. I am Christ about to descend upon earth but I wished first to show myself to you." St. Martin made no reply.  a"Martin," continued the apparition, "why dost thou hesitate to believe when thou seest?  I am Christ." Then said Martin: "The Lord Jesus did not say that he would return in purple and with a crown. I will not recognize my Savior unless I see Him as He suffered, with the stigmata and the cross." Then the diabolic phantom vanished, leaving behind an intolerable odor (DeVita Martini).
