NOTES: VISIONS IN FUNK
It is somewhat fashionable in contemporary America for composers to claim an affinity for popular culture as evidence of one’s cultural diverse art.  This is not the message or intent in the title, Visions In Funk.  The title is meant to reflect that this composer can only acknowledge his musical background and how it manifests itself in his musical style.

McCarthy’s music typically seeks a sense of excitement and drama through intense rhythmic animation and a harmonic palate that has its roots as much in jazz, funk, and rock music as in the academic traditions of the twentieth century.  So, the composer admits to a musical persona formed by the music of Stan Kenton, Frank Zappa, Led Zepplin, Parliament/Funkadelic, Stravinsky, Bartok, etc.  

Visions in Funk is the first in a series of compositions written by Daniel McCarthy expressly for the Harrington String Quartet.

